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Against this backdrop, we are calling on women

of all generations to stand up on March 8,
International Women's Rights Day, against the
attacks that are undermining the rights of women
in particular across all spheres of life. This

year's theme, Generations, stand up! is a nod

to Québécoises deboutte! (women of Québec,
stand up!), a newsletter published in the early
1970s by the Front de libération des femmes du
Québec, an organization that played a seminal role
in the history of radical feminism in Québec. The
implicit message is that, like the women of past
generations, women today have endured too much
for too long. It is time to rise up!

Throughout its hundred-year history, the CSN has
spearheaded many battles, and women have
been on the front lines since the beginning. Today,
we are seeing the reversal of hard-won rights,
including labour rights and the rights of women
in public and private life. A worldwide right-wing
ideological tide is challenging all the progressive
movements that have advanced social rights,
including union rights for the working class,
feminism, the fight against discrimination and
environmental protection. The right is claiming

things have gone too far and is pushing law and order.

gainst attacks on democracy

The Québec government has aligned itself with
this current, passing laws and making decisions
that strike at workers’ rights and the gains secured

through women's struggles.

How can we draw on past struggles and pool the
ons to strengthen
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the struggles of the present day in the face of
mounting threats? | encourage you to tap into the

historical spirit of resistance when organizing your

March 8 activities this year:

The federal government’s budget prior'rt‘res—such
as tax cuts and surging defence spending—are
diverting resources from social services and

en\/'rronmenta\ proteot'ron.

> Raise awareness among members about the
setbacks caused by government policies and
anti-feminist movements—and their impact on

women’s lives;

Foster dialogue about the struggles that lie

ahead;

- Support and amplify the voices of women
workers fighting for their rights;
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March 8 originated from women’s struggles
in the United States. After many strikes and
protests against low wages, poor working
conditions, child labour and the denial of
voting rights, female textile workers in New
York took to the streets on March 8, 1908.
Their fight resonated around the world. In
1910, the Second International Conference
of Socialist Women called for the creation

of International Women’s Day. [t was not
until 1975 that the United Nations declared
International Women’s Year. Women’s
struggles went international, supported

py four UN world conferences on women,
including the 1995 Beijing Conference which
adopted a landmark program for women’s
empowerment and gender equality.
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Fén_‘niniste tant
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t-shirt

Based on a design created for
the Collectif 8 mars in 2018
Produced by two women, Noemie
Darveau (design) and Karolina
Lach (typography).
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Adorned with vibrant, original

patterns that reflect the creativity

of women'’s struggles. A timely

reminder that we have to fi
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defend our gains. g L

Buy th
o gntse;? sahnd wear them at actions and
v, OW your solidarity and
at attacks on women’s rigI}'::,ur
S.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S RIGHTS DAY
2026




